
K i a  o r a  p a r e n t s  a n d  w h a n a u

T h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 5 ,  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n i o n  f o r  u s — n e w  f a c e s ,  n e w  r o u t i n e s ,
n e w  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  n e w  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t w o  n e w  c u r r i c u l u m s .  

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  w e  h a v e  n a v i g a t e d  n o t  o n l y  s t a f f  c h a n g e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e
e x c i t e m e n t — a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s — o f  t w o  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s .  O u r  s c h o o l  i s  l i t e r a l l y
t r a n s f o r m i n g  b e f o r e  o u r  e y e s .  W e  a r e  a l s o  w a i t i n g  o n  a  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  o u r  f e n c i n g
r e p l a c e m e n t ,  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  w i l l  g i v e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e  s e c u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o
l e a r n  a n d  p l a y  i n .  

I  w a n t  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  s i n c e r e l y  t h a n k  o u r  B o a r d  -  b o t h  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t .  T h e i r  s t e a d y
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a d a p t ,  g u i d e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  c h a n g e  h a s  m a d e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
d i f f e r e n c e  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e y  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  m e ,  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  s t a f f ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,
s u p p o r t e d  o u r  t a m a r i k i .  W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a  B o a r d  s o  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e
f u t u r e  o f  o u r  k u r a .

T o  o u r  p a r e n t s ,  c a r e g i v e r s ,  a n d  w i d e r  w h ā n a u — t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t r u s t ,  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  d u r i n g
p e r i o d s  o f  d i s r u p t i o n ,  a n d  y o u r  b e l i e f  i n  o u r  s c h o o l .  W h e t h e r  y o u  w e r e  h e l p i n g  i n  c l a s s r o o m s ,
a t t e n d i n g  e v e n t s ,  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  m e s s a g e s  o r  s i m p l y  s e n d i n g  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l  r e a d y  t o
l e a r n ,  y o u  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h i s  y e a r  o f  g r o w t h .  R u r a l  s c h o o l s  t h r i v e  w h e n
c o m m u n i t y  s t a n d s  b e s i d e  t h e m ,  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  t h a t  h e r e .

T o  o u r  Y e a r  6  s t u d e n t s — y o u r  j o u r n e y  w i t h  u s  i s  n o w  a t  a n  e n d .  A s  y o u  m o v e  o n  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,
w e  h o p e  y o u  t a k e  w i t h  y o u  c o n f i d e n c e ,  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  t h e  m e m o r i e s  y o u ’ v e  m a d e
h e r e .  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  l e a d e r s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  r o l e  m o d e l s  f o r  o u r  y o u n g e r  t a m a r i k i .  C h a n g e
m a y  f e e l  b i g  n o w ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  e x c i t i n g .  Y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  p a r t  o f  S u b u r b a n ’ s  h i s t o r y .

T o  o u r  s t a f f — y o u  h a v e  n a v i g a t e d  s h i f t i n g  c l a s s r o o m s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f e n c e s ,  t i m e t a b l e
a d j u s t m e n t s ,  c u r r i c u l u m  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  t h e  e v e r y d a y  j o y s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t e a c h i n g  o u r
y o u n g  p e o p l e  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  h e a r t .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  e m b r a c i n g  t h e  c h a n g e  a n d
h o l d i n g  s t e a d y  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  w e  s a y  f a r e w e l l  t o  A b b y  w h o  i s  l e a v i n g  u s  t o  p u r s u e  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d
a d v e n t u r e s .  C h a n g e  w o r k s  b o t h  w a y s :  i t  b r i n g s  n e w  p e o p l e  i n ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i t  g e n t l y
n u d g e s  o t h e r s  o u t w a r d  t o w a r d  t h e i r  n e x t  c h a l l e n g e .  A b b y  l e a v e s  b e h i n d  a  l e g a c y  o f
d e d i c a t i o n ,  s k i l l ,  w a r m t h  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  f o r  h e r  b i g  o v e r s e a s  t r i p  i n  A p r i l
a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e  p h o t o s .  W h i l e  w e  w i l l  m i s s  h e r ,  w e  h o p e  t h i s  i s  n o t  g o o d b y e
f o r e v e r — b u t  h o p e f u l l y  a  “ s e e  y o u  a g a i n ”  s o m e t i m e  n e x t  y e a r .

C h a n g e  h a s  n o t  s l o w e d  u s — i t  h a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  u s .   T h a n k  y o u  a l l  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  2 0 2 5 .  I
a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  t h i s  j o u r n e y  w i t h  y o u  i n  2 0 2 6 .

N g ā  m i h i  n u i
K y l e e  H a b g o o d

Principal’s Message
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Prizegiving 2025
A Night of Aroha, Celebration and Pride

Whānau, friends, tamariki, ākonga, board members and staff all gathered under the arch last night for our 2025
Prizegiving. There may have been a chill in the air, but the warmth and aroha in our hearts more than made up for

it.

Kylee opened the evening with her brilliant summary of the year that has been. 2025 in all its colour, challenge,
growth and joy. And of course, she finished with a cheeky nod to “catching the big one”.

Sarah and her friend AI created a poem for her board address, and it was truly something special. Many of us
agreed it was the best board speech we’d ever heard.

The entire evening flowed beautifully. Our students moved with confidence and purpose, getting on and off the
stage with the coordination and timing of a Broadway show. Between presentations, Christmas songs filled the
hall, sung proudly by each class. Their voices were full of heart, and every performance was met with a quiet,

joyful hum from the audience joining in.

The Year 6 leavers delivered outstanding speeches. Looking so grown up in their special korowai, they stood tall,
speech in one hand, microphone in the other. Sharing memories of their time at Suburban and their excitement for

the next chapter at high school. From what we saw last night, they are ready. They will do so well, and they will
carry the pride of Suburban with them wherever they go.  They were each gifted a pounamu and photo.

A particularly touching moment was Kylee’s farewell to Abby. Her thoughtful speech the gorgeous bouquet, the
cards and the incredible Zipline voucher (I can’t wait to use it - weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee!) made for a heartfelt

goodbye.

To complete the ceremony, our Year 6 leavers took their speeches outside and buried them beneath a tree they
planted, surrounded closely by their whānau and friends. It was a symbolic and emotional moment, marking both

an ending and a beginning.

The atmosphere, the energy and the wairua of last night’s ceremony truly captured who we are as a kura. We are
extremely lucky to foster such a special spirit here at Suburban.

Combined Athletics FORCE Values Award Netball Cup

Academic Award Sports Award Effort Award
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Prizegiving 2025

Ashton Ben Lucy

Jax Saskia Jax

Isla Brax Eli
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Tītī Class

Piwakawaka CLASS

Toroa Class
 What a fabulous end of the year Toroa has had! We had an awesome day yesterday as the fire
engine arrived with their hose and waterslide. We all pushed through the cold weather to get

sprayed. Safe to say, I got absolutely soaked. I want to thank all of the people who have
supported our class throughout the year, you have helped the many trips that we have taken a

breeze! I wish all the best for your Christmas and New Year. 

We could not have wished for a better way to finish our year together. Thank you so much to all of our
wonderful family members who made it happen for us. I hope your Christmas and summer are as

special as your amazing children.

The Piwakawaka class had a fantastic time at the Kowhai River on Tuesday. Dam building was the
main activity and then children were able to swim up the river like eels!! The sun shone and ice

blocks came at the right time to cool off.



5



WWW.KA IKOURASUBURBAN . SCHOOL .NZ 6

What’s Happening

Who’s having a birthday?

Happy Birthday toHappy Birthday to  

Kade 15Kade 15 , Brax & Jax 23, Brax & Jax 23 , Hunter M, Hunter M

2929  and Oscar 31 and Oscar 31  Dec. Dec.    Mikayla 29Mikayla 29

Jan.Jan.    We hope you have anWe hope you have an  

thth rdrd

thth stst thth

awesome day celebrating.awesome day celebrating.

Happy Birthday to 

Kade 15 , Brax & Jax 23 , Hunter M

29  and Oscar 31  Dec.  Mikayla 29

Jan.  We hope you have an 

th rd

th st th

awesome day celebrating.

Uniform
Uniform can be ordered through our

school website at any time.
To order, go to

www.kaikourasuburban.school.nz and
click on the 'For Whanau' link. In the

dropdown menu, click on uniform
shop. After you pay online, you will be

notified when items are available.

As many of you will already know, today is my final day in
my role as Teacher Aide at Kaikōura Suburban School.

This has been an incredibly special place to work, and
leaving is by no means an easy decision. It has truly been a
privilege to be part of this kura, supporting our wonderful

ākonga and working alongside such dedicated and
passionate staff. I firmly believe that every student
deserves to have a great experience at school. Each

journey will look different, but every one of them should
be filled with support, belonging, and opportunities to

shine.

To the staff: thank you for your guidance, your
encouragement, and the countless moments of laughter

and collaboration.
To our ākonga: thank you for letting me share in your

learning journeys. You have filled my days with curiosity,
energy, and joy.

And to our wider community: thank you for welcoming me
so warmly.

Kaikōura Suburban School will always hold a very special
place in my heart. It has been an absolute pleasure to
work here, and I leave with deep gratitude and many

treasured memories.

http://www.kaikourasuburban.school.nz/
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