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Principal’s Column

At our board meeting this week, I shared our Term 4 attendance
data. This is coming to us in a new format with the current
government keeping attendance at school in the spotlight. Their
goal is to see 80% of students attending school 90% of the time by
2030. I have shared a snapshot of our attendance for Term 4
below. It makes for interesting reading.

Attendance Matters

A l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  w e  a r e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  W e e k  4  a n d  i t  f e e l s  a  l o n g  w a y  b a c k  t o  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s c h o o l
f o r  t h e  y e a r .

T o n i  B a t e y ,  a  q u a l i f i e d  c o m m u n i t y  s w i m  i n s t r u c t o r ,    h a s  b e e n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  t a k i n g  o u r
c h i l d r e n  f o r  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n s .    S w i m m i n g  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P E  a n d  H e a l t h  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d
s c h o o l s  a n d  i s  a  l i f e  s k i l l  a n d  a s  m a n y  o f  u s  l i v e  s o  c l o s e  t o  r i v e r s ,  i r r i g a t i o n  p o n d s  a n d  t h e  s e a ,

s w i m m i n g  s k i l l s  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  l i f e  s a v i n g .    B e g i n n i n g  l a s t  w e e k ,  T o n i  h a s  h a d  t h e  c h i l d r e n
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  e i g h t  l e s s o n s .    T h e  l e s s o n s  e n d  n e x t  w e e k  w i t h  t w o  t r i p s  n e x t  T u e s d a y

a n d  W e d n e s d a y  t o  t h e  K a i k o u r a  A q u a t i c  C e n t r e  f o r  t h e  l e s s o n s  r e q u i r i n g  d e e p e r  w a t e r ,  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  c o m i n g  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .   W e  a l s o  h a v e   t w o  c a t c h  u p  l e s s o n s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e

m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  r a i n  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  h e r e  a t  s c h o o l .  
T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y i n g  t h e  l e s s o n s  i n  t h e  w a r m  w a t e r  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  p o o l  a n d

i t ’ s  b e e n  g r e a t  t o  s e e  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  s k i l l s .  T o n i  h a s  r e m a r k e d  h o w  m u c h  s h e  i s  e n j o y i n g
t h e  w a r m e r  w a t e r  t o o !  W e  a r e  h a v i n g  a  s w i m m i n g  s p l a s h t a c u l a r  n e x t  F r i d a y  t h e  2 8 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y

a t  1 p m .   M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .

Splashtacular
Swimming Display 

Friday 28th February
1-3pm

Come and cheer on our swimmers!
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I n e t e r e s t i n g l y ,  o n e  d a y  o f f  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s  o r  1 9  d a y s  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  i s
e n o u g h  t o  p l a c e  a  s t u d e n t  o n  t h a t  9 0 %  m a r k .  W e  d o  k n o w  t h a t  t i m e  o f f  s c h o o l  i s

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  w e l l b e i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  i l l n e s s .  W e  a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  n o n -
a t t e n d a n c e  c a n  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  o n  l e a r n i n g  a n d  p r o g r e s s .  W e  a r e  r e a l l y  k e e n  t o

w o r k  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  t o  s e e  o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  r a t e s  g e t  t o
a b o v e  8 0 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  9 0 %  o f  t h e  t i m e .  O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  h a v e  e n g a g i n g
c l a s s e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  O u r  s t a f f
m e e t i n g s  n o w  i n c l u d e  a t t e n d a n c e  a s  a  f o c u s  a n d  w e  w i l l  b e  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h

f a m i l i e s  w h e n  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  u n d e r  9 0 % .

A  a n d  P  S h o w  p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  w e l l  u n d e r w a y .  A n n i e  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  r o s t e r  f o r
t h e  g a t e s  w h i c h  i s  a  f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  W e  a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  t o

d o  a n  h o u r  o r  t w o  o n  t h e  g a t e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  f u n d r a i s e r  w h i c h  i s  w o r t h
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 9 0 0  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  s p o t s  r e m a i n i n g ,  p l e a s e  c a l l

A n n i e  a n d  f i l l  o u r  r o s t e r  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  f u n d r a i s e r .

A l o n g  w i t h  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r t  d i s p l a y ,  t h e  c l a s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  e n t r i e s  f o r
t h e  d e c o r a t e d  p i n e c o n e ,  p a i n t e d  r o c k  a n d  e g g  c a r t o n  s c u l p t u r e s .  T h i s  F r i d a y
m o r n i n g  a f t e r  P i w a k a w a k a  a s s e m b l y ,  w e  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  o u r  s a n d  s a u c e r s  a n d

c o m p l e t i n g  a l l  o t h e r  e n t r i e s .  S o  f a r ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  c o p i o u s  a m o u n t s  o f  p a i n t ,  g l u e
a n d  d a z z l e  a p p l i e d !  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  e n t r i e s  f r o m  S u b u r b a n  w h e n

y o u  v i s i t  t h e  s h o w  o n  S a t u r d a y .

N g ā  m i h i  n u i
K y l e e  



T i m e t a b l e  f o r  M a i n p o w e r  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n s

T u e s d a y  2 5 t h  F e b r u a r y / W e d n e s d a y  2 6 t h  F e b r u a r y

9 : 3 0 a m  -  P i w a k a w a k a  a n d  T i t i  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  
1 0 a m  -  P i w a k a w a k a  l e s s o n
1 0 . 2 5  -  T ī t ī  G r o u p  1  l e s s o n

1 0 . 4 5 -  B u s  r e t u r n s  t o  s c h o o l  e m p t y  t o  c o l l e c t  T o r o a
1 0 . 5 0  -  T ī t ī  G r o u p  2  l e s s o n

1 1 a m  -  T o r o a  a r r i v e s
1 1 : 1 5 a m  -  T o r o a  G r o u p  1  l e s s o n ,  b u s  r e t u r n s  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  P i w a k a w a k a  a n d

T ī t ī
1 1 : 4 5 a m  -  T o r o a  G r o u p  2  l e s s o n

1 2 : 3 0 p m  -  B u s  r e t u r n s  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  T o r o a

M a i n p o w e r  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n  p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p
P l e a s e  r e t u r n  t h e  b e l o w  f o r m  b y  M o n d a y  2 4 t h  F e b r u a r y  

I  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t o
g o  b y  b u s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p o o l  a n d  b a c k  o n  T u e s d a y  2 5 t h  a n d

W e d n e s d a y  2 6 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y .  

P a r e n t ’ s  N a m e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

P a r e n t ’ s  P h o n e  N u m b e r  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

P a r e n t ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Mainpower Swimming Lessons

Kaikōura Suburban School
150th Jubilee
April 2026

We are looking for interested people with knowledge of our school to
join the organising committee for our 150th Jubilee to be held in April,

2026.  If you are interested in helping to organise 150 years of schooling
at Suburban, please contact Annie on office @ks.school.nz

As soon as we have a committee we can start organising the
celebrations!





Piwakawaka Class

The Piwakawaka students have been creating
lots of pieces for the A&P show with a focus on
patterns. The biscuit entries have patterns on
them and the pine cones have a bead pattern

wrapped around them. The painted stones
have a colourful pattern with a shape in the

middle. 
Make sure you head to the sheds at the show

to check out everyone’s hard work.



Titi Class

Titi class has also been working like wee Trojans on their
entries for the A&P show. Our big focus was looking at

houses from the past, present, and future.
From the looking of them, lots of us will be living under the

sea in the future.



Toroa Class
Two weeks have flown by in Toroa where we have focused on routines and testing
to find out what we can do. Reading groups are underway, in Maths we are working
with our brand new Numicon equipment, and in Spelling, we are working with The
Code and practising our letter patterns to correctly spell words. When we aren’t

doing any other things, we are working on our A&P show art and egg carton
sculpture. Toroa is a busy place and both Mrs H’s are keeping us going at a

cracking pace. We’re all doing our best to do the right thing to earn cash for our
class banking system.

Things to bring to school

Book bag- to protect precious reading books on the journey home and back to
school.

Swimming togs - as long as the weather is ok we will swim every day.
Permission slips - Mana Ake leadership group work and Swimming lesson transport

permission.



A&P Show Gate Roster 


